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La La Land 

 I'm one of the people who saw the movie La La Land and was completely hooked.   
I love musicals, and the big opening musical number on a freeway overpass drew me in.   
But the story contains a couple of elements (no real spoilers here, don't worry) that speak 
universally to human existence.  
  

 One element is the tension between tradition and progress.  At one point John 
Legend's character asks Ryan Gosling, whose character loves traditional jazz: "How are you 
gonna' be a revolutionary if you're such a traditionalist? You hold onto the past, but jazz is about the 
future."  We often have to make choices for ourselves: hold on to the past, or embrace the 
future.  We usually can't do both.  If you want to move forward, you have to choose. 

 

The second element is about what it means to pursue your dreams.  Are you still 
pursuing dreams, or have you given up on them?  Often our happiness rests on deciding  
what it is that we really want, and then choosing to pursue it.  Central to La La Land is the 
tension between pursuing success and pursuing love.  Our choices may be different, but  
our tension is the same: we have to decide.  The very first lines of the movie's first song are 
about a young woman's decision to leave her boyfriend and come to Los Angeles: 

 

I think about that day 
I left him at a Greyhound station / West of Santa Fé 
We were 17, but he was sweet and it was true 
Still I did what I had to do / 'Cause I just knew 

  

 Most of the time we'd like to think we can avoid tough choices.  Jesus, in one of his 
more well-known teachings, told us that we have to choose between God and money.  Jesus 
said, "No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be  
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." (Matthew 6:24)  We 
want to have it both ways.  Jesus said you can't. 

 

When we don't face the reality of having to make hard choices, we are doomed to 
being unhappy.  What are the incompatible choices that you're trying to balance?  Maybe 
you're aging and need to choose between living independently and living safely.  Maybe your 
choices are between family and career, or pursuing dreams versus having security.  No one  
can serve two masters.  Regardless of the choice you face, the imperative is that you face  
the choice.   

 Peace and blessings, 
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 

Try the Sunday Morning Bible Study at 10 am in the 
East Room each Sunday.  We illuminate issues of 
history, context, and translation that affect the 
interpretation of the story that undergirds the 
sermon for the day.  

News for the Congregation 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REGISTER NOW! 
ADULT ART CLASS: DRAWING, 
SEEING AND THINKING  
FPC is excited that this adult Art Class returns to the 
upstairs Art Loft in 2017, first with an afternoon class 
in the winter followed by an evening class in the 
spring. Join artist Elaine Van Ost on Wednesday after-
noons 3 pm – 5:15 pm on 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 3/1 
and 3/8. There is no fee for this class. Register and 
receive the art supply list through the FPC Main Office 
or email Elaine at elainevo@verizon.net. 

FPC LIVE BOLDLY 
ESSENTIALS 
FPC programming to equip you on your 
Christ-filled journey to Live Boldly 
 

Daytime Bible Study 
Join us the first Wednesday of each month for a Lunch 
& Learn Bible Study. This month we’ll meet February 
1st from 12 – 1 pm in the Meeting Room. Bring your 
lunch and enjoy the conversation with Pastor Kellie. 

CROSSROADS 
Our 5:30 pm contemporary service, Crossroads, has 
resumed! The band sounds great in Elmore Hall!  
Crossroads features the same sermon as the morning 
service, backed by an excellent band in a casual 
environment.  Check it out and invite a friend! 

FPC EASTER 
 

Ash Wednesday 
March 1, 8 pm 
 

Lenten Lunches 
March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5, 12– 1 pm 
 

Easter Treasure and Egg Hunt 
April 8, 11-1 pm 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 9 
 

Tenebrae Service 
April 14, 8 pm 
 

Labyrinth 
April 14, 4-7 pm 
April 15, 12-4 pm 
 

Easter 
April 16, 9 and 11 am 

SUPER BOWL PARTY, FEB. 5 
 

Immediately after the Crossroads service ends at 
6:30 p.m. watch the Super Bowl in the Chapel 
on the BIG screen.  Bring a snack and/or (non-
alcoholic) beverage to share.  It’s an especially 
friendly place to watch.  You are all invited!   
Come to Crossroads and stay for the game. 
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GRIEFSHARE 2017 
February 1 – April 26 
Have you or a friend suffered the loss of someone you 
love? Join us Wednesday nights from 7 – 8:30 pm 
from February 1 – April 26th in the East Room. 
GriefShare is open to FPC and friends from across 
the community. Please contact Pastor Kellie for any 
information at Kellie@englewoodpres.org. 

SPARK HOPE 
Spark Hope is FPC’s campaign  
to raise money and grow 
community partnerships for fire 
recovery.  Many thanks to the  
Care Committee who raised $170 

through the sale of 2017 calendars. And many thanks 
to everyone whose hands created the Origami 
Christmas cards and a very big thank you to Yvonne 
Crichton who raised $1,000 for Spark Hope.  
 

Look for details of upcoming Spark Hope events such 
as a Spring Concert and more information about an 
FPC October 2017 Gala!  
 

FPC Spark Hope Fire Anniversary Save the Date:  
We hope you’ll plan to join us at FPC on the evening 
of Wednesday March 22nd, the 1-year anniversary of 
the fire that destroyed the Sanctuary. More details for 
this prayer service and Dessert Pot Luck gathering will 
be announced soon.  

 
FINANCIAL PEACE 
UNIVERSITY IS BACK 
 

On Sunday February 12, 2017 First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood will be holding the Financial 
Peace University "FPU" course for the 15th time.     
The course will run for nine weeks ending on  
April 9.   Classes will be held in the East Room at  
7 pm.  During this nine week class you will learn 
budgeting techniques, the best way to get out of  
debt, saving for retirement, what insurance you  
need and how to give more to charity. 
 

The cost is $93.00 plus tax which pays for the 
membership kit (nothing is paid to the church).  Two 
people can share the kit so husbands and wives are 
encouraged to come together or you can share the kit 
with a friend.  In the kit you will receive a workbook, 
audio CDs for all of the classes, Dave Ramsey's book, 
"Complete Guide to Money" and more.   
 

I encourage everyone to seriously consider taking this 
life changing course.   In addition, please tell your 
friends and family about it as it is not limited to 
church members.  If you are interested please go to 
the website daveramsey.com/fpu and look for the 
class at the church.  If you would like additional 
information you may call me at 201-914-2120.   
- Paul A. Platek 

     
 
 
FPC COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
FPC will now be serving Coffee & Conversation (and 
cookies!) each Sunday in the Chapel following 11 am 
Worship. Hope you’ll join us each week and enjoy this 
ministry of food and friendship.  

Thanks to our January C&C hosts for their great  
help and ministry! Sara Lee, Benny Baez, Candy  
Urena, Carmen Platek, Cary Schweitzer, Leida  
Rivera, Odailin Dume, Marlenis Camacho, and 
Mercedes Zuluaga. 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY  
St. Patrick's Day is March 17,  
just around the corner. Charlene 
and Debbie are planning to do the 
St. Patty's traditional dinner on  
Friday, March 10 at 6 pm.   

Tickets will go on sale February 19, with sales cut off on  
March 4.  No tickets will be sold at the door.   



 

Souper Bowl of Caring Deadline 
Super Bowl Sunday is February 5th. All donations  
of soup cans will benefit the Center for Food  
Action. We need 6 youth to assist in the transport  
of the cans on 2/5. If you can help reach out to  
Felicia@englewoodpres.org.  
Thank you in advance! 

FPC Family Ministries 

Winter Family Fun Day 
Camp Johnsonburg will be hosting their WINTER 
FAMILY FUN DAY on February 4, 2017 from  
10 - 4. Please contact Felicia@englewoodpres,org  
by January 27th if you are interested in attending.  
This hopes to be as fun as our summer adventure 
with them...hope you can join us!!  

Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

Opportunity for Youth Participation 
The 3rd Thursday of each month, the youth (12  
and up) of our church are encouraged to participate  
as lay assistants and ushers. If you are interested in join-
ing this ministry, please join Benny Baez for an informa-
tional meeting and pizza lunch. Parents are more than 
welcome to join in. Sunday, March 5th @12:30 in the 
meeting room.  

Scribble Art Workshop MINI SCRIBBLERS 
Art Class for 18 mo - 3 yr with parent 
Tuesdays @ 9:30 am 
in the Art Loft 
For more information:  
www.scribbleartworkshop.com  
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"Generation Change" Financial Series  
We are excited to offer a new 3 part series in 
March, facilitated by Paul Plateck, for our youth in 
middle & high school using curriculum from Dave 
Ramsey of Financial Peace University. This course 
provides the tools needed for youth to equip them-
selves to succeed financially through high school, 
college and beyond! Please call the church to  
reserve your spot. 
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FPC Mobilize for Mission: Help Build God’s World  
 

Care Ministries 
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring 

First Press 

 

INDOOR  
LABYRINTH OPEN 
FEBRUARY 17 & 18 
 

Come to a quiet place in the middle 
of February to meditate, pray, and walk the labyrinth in 
the Chapel. It is open on Friday, February 17 from  
4 - 7 pm and on Saturday, February 18 from 12 noon to 
4 pm. The Labyrinth Committee welcomes you to walk 
the winding path that leads to the center and exits 
where you started from. The turns and twists are like  
a metaphor for life, both our challenges and joys. 

RESOURCES 

Healthy Aging resources and  
information are always available  
at the Information Center in  
the Chapel. 
 

 Have you used the national Prescription Discount 
card? Have you filled out the magnetized Medical 
Information form to hang on your refrigerator in 
case of an emergency?  
  

 Are you interested in preparing your Living Will 
Document and write down what you wish for end 
-of-life issues? Then use the FIVE WISHES booklet, 
now available and simple to use at the church in 3 

languages, Korean, Spanish and English. 
You can also borrow  the DVD and booklet 
called Next Steps to help you and your  
family through this process. 
 

 The Age-Friendly Englewood Coalition  
is sponsoring an important program,  
PREVENTING FALLS &  
STRENGTHENING BALANCE on 
Wednesday, February 1 at 11 am at  
Congregation Ahavath Torah, 240 Broad 
Avenue in Englewood.  Registration is not 
necessary and snacks will be provided. Dr. 
Jeff Pavell will present the medical aspects 
of how balance is affected by aging. Physical 
Therapist Zach Rogers will demonstrate 
simple exercises to strengthen muscles and 
improve balance. 

 

DEACONS ELECT MODERATORS 
The Deacons chose Rosetta Forshee and Cary  
Schweizer as their Moderators for 2017. Linda Heitner 
and Lizzy Palo were elected as Secretaries. Other  
Deacons were selected to serve other important  
ministries:  the Flower Ministry will be coordinated  
by Sara Lee and John Fraser; the Prayer Chain by 
Cary Schweizer and Hung-En Sung; Care Notes by  
Linda Heitner; Communion Prep and Home  
Communions with Alan Aluska in charge. Thanks to 
all 17 Deacons who serve in these ministries and more. 

SPRING CLOTHING DRIVE STARTS FEBRUARY 26TH 
It's Winter, how did it get here so fast?  Across the Hudson there is a group of homeless friends 
that are a lot warmer this year due to FPC members generosity in October. In just a few months  
it will be Spring, and Charlene Niland and David Johnson will be looking to all of you for help 

making our "across the Hudson friends" happier this Spring. All of them need new Spring/Summer clothes  to start 
the season. We know that special piece of clothing is sitting in your closet, the one that will make a homeless friend 
smile. We are relying on all of you to make this Spring clothing drive another FPC success! Look for the Drop Off 
Center just outside Elmore Hall. 
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From the Choir Room 

EASTER CHOIR 
It’s not to soon to start preparing for 
out beautiful Holy Week and Easter 
services. Anyone who is interested in 
joining the choir for the Lent/Easter 

season is invited to join us every Sunday at 9:30 am for 
choir rehearsal in the choir room. Light refreshments are 
provided. Consider singing in the choir as your Lenten 
service offering. All are welcome! 
 

EASTER BRASS 
Contributions are being accepted to defray 
the cost of the trumpets, trombones and  
timpani that uplift our Easter services.  
If you would like to offer one of the  

instruments in memory of a loved one, 
please see David Macfarlane for more information. 
 

CORRECTION 
The list of contributors to the Christmas Music Fund 
published in last month’s newsletter inadvertently  
omitted the name Cecil Oberbeck. Many thanks to  
everyone who showed their support.  

DEACONS SPONSOR  
AED/CPR TRAINING 
 
The Deacons have engaged On-Site 
Solutions for Saturday, March 25 to 
train our ushers, greeters, parents, 

and any others who want to be certified or need to 
be re-certified in the use of an AED and CPR.   
The course will be from 9 am - 1 pm at a cost of  
only $ 30 with the remainder of the registration 
paid by the special Deacons Fund.  Registration  
begins immediately. 

 
 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICERS  
ORDAINED & INSTALLED 
 

We are pleased to ordain Eunice Dartey,  
Akira Fujitsuka, and Paul Kang, and install 
David Bishop and Bruce Forshee to the office 
of Ruling Elder, and ordain Sheila Chen, J. B. 
Holderness, Elizabeth Palo, Jean Rohloff,  
Michael Smolen, and install Hung-En Chen 
and Lois Strauss to the office of Deacon. 
Please pray for your officers as they lead our 
congregation. Please pray for your officers as 
they lead our congregation. 
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FEBRUARY 2017 CALENDAR  

 
9:30 am  

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

10:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

11:00 am  
Worship Service 

 

12 noon  
Coffee & Conversation 

 

Nursery/child care  
available from  

10:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

5:30 pm  
Crossroads Contemporary 

Worship 

Every Sunday BUILDING UPDATE 
 

The Envisioning Committee  
received eight proposals from  
architectural firms and selected  
four finalists.  An architect will be 
selected within a month.  Please note that architect  
proposals concern qualifications, portfolios of previous 
work, and fees.  It is not a design contest.  The selected 
firm will then work with the church to develop a design 
and prepare construction drawings.  No final design  
decisions have been made.  The timetable is to have 
drawings completed during the fall, go out for  
construction bids next winter, begin construction in 
spring of 2018.  Construction is expected to take about 
one year, with occupancy somewhere in spring/summer 
2019.  The fire occurred on March 22, 2016 (the 1-year 
anniversary approaches!) 



 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 
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Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 

rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Mission Strategy,  
Kellie Anderson‐Picallo  x301 

kellie@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 

dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org 
 

 
 
Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x304 
     office@englewoodpres.org 
 

Office Assoicate,  
Beth Morrison  x303     
beth@englewoodpres.org 
 
Family Ministries Coordinator,  
Felicia Arrigoitia  x302 
 felicia@englewoodpres.org 
 

Bookkeeper,  
Analia Brown  x308     
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 

Staff Extensions and E‐mail Addresses 
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Get the New FPC App  

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar – even give online!  Parents receive notifications with suggestions 
for faith-based family discussions.  For Android or iPhone – just search 
“Englewood Presbyterian” in your app store. 


